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49 CFR Ch. II (10–1–98 Edition)§ 218.11

§ 218.11 Filing, testing, and instruc-
tion.

The operating rules prescribed in this
part, and any additional or more strin-
gent requirements issued by a railroad
in relation to the operating rules pre-
scribed in this part, shall be subject to
the provisions of part 217 of this chap-
ter, Railroad Operating Rules: Filing,
Testing, and Instruction.

Subpart B—Blue Signal Protection
of Workers

§ 218.21 Scope.
This subpart prescribes minimum re-

quirements for the protection of rail-
road employees engaged in the inspec-
tion, testing, repair, and servicing of
rolling equipment whose activities re-
quire them to work on, under, or be-
tween such equipment and subjects
them to the danger of personal injury
posed by any movement of such equip-
ment.

§ 218.22 Utility employee.
(a) A utility employee shall be sub-

ject to the Hours of Service Act, and
the requirements for training and test-
ing, control of alcohol and drug use,
and hours of service record keeping
provided for in parts 217, 219, and 228 of
this chapter.

(b) A utility employee shall perform
service as a member of only one train
or yard crew at any given time. Service
with more than one crew may be se-
quential, but not concurrent.

(c) A utility employee may be as-
signed to and serve as a member of a
train or yard crew without the protec-
tion otherwise required by subpart D of
part 218 of this chapter only under the
following conditions:

(1) The train or yard crew is assigned
a controlling locomotive that is under
the actual control of the assigned loco-
motive engineer of that crew;

(2) The locomotive engineer is in the
cab of the controlling locomotive, or,
while the locomotive is stationary be
replaced in the cab by another member
of the same crew;

(3) The utility employee established
communication with the crew by con-
tacting the designated crew member on
arriving at the train (as defined for the

purpose of this section as one or more
locomotives coupled, with or without
cars) and before commencing any du-
ties with the crew.

(4) Before each utility employee com-
mences duties, the designated crew
member shall provide notice to each
crew member of the presence and iden-
tity of the utility employee. Once all
crew members have acknowledged this
notice, the designated crew member
shall advise the utility employee that
he or she is authorized to work as part
of the crew. Thereafter, communica-
tion shall be maintained in such a
manner that each member of the train
or yard crew understands the duties to
be performed and whether those duties
will cause any crew member to go on,
under, or between the rolling equip-
ment; and

(5) The utility employee is perform-
ing one or more of the following func-
tions: set or release hand brakes; cou-
ple or uncouple air hoses and other
electrical or mechanical connections;
prepare rail cars for coupling; set wheel
blocks or wheel chains; conduct air
brake tests to include cutting air brake
components in or out and position re-
taining valves; inspect, test, install, re-
move or replace a rear end marking de-
vice or end of train device. Under all
other circumstances a utility employee
working on, under, or between railroad
rolling equipment must be provided
with blue signal protection in accord-
ance with §§ 218.23 through 218.30 of this
part.

(d) When the utility employee has
ceased all work in connection with
that train and is no longer on, under,
or between the equipment, the utility
employee shall notify the designated
crew member. The designated crew
member shall then provide notice to
each crew member that the utility em-
ployee is being released from the crew.
Once each crew member has acknowl-
edged the notice, the designated crew
member shall then notify the utility
employee that he is released from the
train or yard crew.

(e) Communications required by
§ 218.22(c)(4) and (d) shall be conducted
between the utility employee and the
designated crew member. This commu-
nications shall be conducted either
through direct verbal contact, by radio
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